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Georgia Master Gardeners help backyard gardeners across the state grow. And the service they
provide is literally worth a fortune. To celebrate the programs’ contributions, the University of
Georgia Cooperative Extension will celebrate Master Gardener Day in Georgia March 19.

“This time of year we present our annual report, and we represent the amount of the Master
Gardener volunteers’ service in dollars. It helps people comprehend the value of that service,” said
Marco Fonseca, the state Master Gardener coordinator.

Last year, Master Gardeners in Georgia worked 221,184 hours and travelled 945,375 miles, donat-
ing the equivalent of $4.8 million through the volunteer service.

The Master Gardener program idea sprouted in 1972 at Washington State University. Over-
whelmed with requests for help with plant problems, WSU Extension horticulture agents began to
use well-trained volunteers to help them answer backyard gardeners’ questions. They called these
volunteers Master Gardeners from the German word Gartenmeister, which means “having a top
proficiency level in horticulture.” The program has grown worldwide.

UGA Extension brought the program to Atlanta in 1979. More than 3,000 Volunteers in 69 coun-
ties now participate in the program. Though many volunteers help clients in the UGA Extension
offices, the Master Gardeners conduct projects outside the office, too.

Projects include teaching classes on home vegetable gardening, plant clinics, establishing demon-
stration gardens and water conservation methods. They teach at schools, parks, camps, hospitals,
prisons, nursing homes and community gardens, all voluntarily to help Georgia gardeners of all
ages be successful, Fonseca said.
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What is the Georgia Master Gardener Program?

As the University of Georgia Cooperative Extension’s largest volunteer program, Georgia Master
Gardener connects gardeners with their communities. Since 1979, Extension agents have trained vol-
unteers to help fulfill UGA Cooperative Extension’s mission of helping Georgians become healthier,
more productive, financially independent and environmentally responsible.

Who are the Master Gardeners?

Representing a variety of personalities, professions and talents, Georgia Master Gardeners are trained
volunteers with unique skills and abilities who share a passion for gardening. Young and old, these
dedicated men and women are motivated by a desire to serve their communities, and are eager to
reach out share their experiences and knowledge with each other and their neighbors.

What do Master Gardeners do?

Georgia Master Gardeners enthusiastically extend the reach of Cooperative Extension by providing
practical advice and information about gardening. Each certified Master Gardener provides at least

25 hours of volunteer service annually to their local Cooperative Extension office or affiliated part-
ners like the State Botanical Garden of Georgia. Master Gardeners are educators rather than a source
of physical labor. Still, many Master Gardeners love to dig in the dirt and use a variety of methods to
teach about good gardening practices including hands-on demonstrations and maintaining education-
al display gardens as well as encouraging community gardening efforts.

What is Expected of Master Gardeners?

After successfully completing the classroom portion, which involves regular attendance and pass-
ing a final exam, participants volunteer 50 hours of service to the University of Georgia Cooperative
Extension within the first year. Upon completion, they become Georgia Master Gardeners, receiving
a certificate and official name badge. To remain active, Georgia Master Gardeners are expected to
volunteer a minimum of 25 hours of service each year thereafter.

How can | hecome a Georgia Master Gardener?

If you have the time and commitment to learn and want to put your knowledge and skills to work
through volunteer service, apply for admission through your local participating UGA Cooperative
Extension office.
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The University of Georgia and Ft. Valley State University. the U.S. Department of Agriculture and counties of the state cooperating.
Cooperative Extension, the University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, offers educational programs, as-
sistance and materials to all people without regard to race, color, national origin, age, gender or disability.
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